
NewsRoom Daily Activity Plan
It’s never been more important to share positive news stories with our children! Stories about good 
news, interesting news or even strange news can be a great way to help your child explore the world 
around them. 

Our suggested structure is here to help your child engage with good news stories and practise their key learning 
skills. By using the tasks, your child will be able to learn about positive things happening across the world at this 
time. It will also allow them to practise their reading, writing and investigating skills.

 Daily NewsRoom Activ
ity

Open the news article for your child’s age and look at the picture. Ask your child 
questions about the image and headline.

•	 What could this story be about? 

•	 Why do you think the editor chose that picture? 

•	 What might have happened? 

(2-3 minutes)

As they read the article, or after they have finished, talk to them about it. When 
thinking of your own questions, use the 5Ws to help you. For example:

•	 What has happened?

•	 Who is the news story about?

•	 Where did it happen?

•	 When did it happen?

•	 Why did it happen?  Why is this story in the news?

(5 minutes)

Daily      News

11-Year-Old 
Skates Into 
Record Books 

Have you ever dreamed of breaking a world 
record? Well, one boy from Brazil has found 
time on his hands to smash a record and skate 
into the record books. 

Gui Khury, who is only 11 years old,  has 
become the first person ever to land a 1080 
trick on a vert ramp. That is an incredible 3 full 
rotations of the board in the air before landing. 

Bored and with a lot of time at home, Gui 
needed a challenge. Luckily, he has been able to 
drop-in to see his grandmother who lives just 20 
minutes away and has her own skate park! 

He completed his trick in Curitiba, Brazil on 
a special skate ramp called a vert ramp. He was 
filmed by his parents who then posted the video 
on social media. Afterwards, Gui commented on 
the video, “1080!!! I have no words to explain 
what just happened.”

This is not the first time someone has ever 
completed a 1080. However, previous record 
breakers used a ‘mega ramp’. This is a huge 
ramp which allows the boarder to gain more 
speed and time in the air. Gui was able to do his 
spins with less speed and air. 

Gui was already the youngest person to have 
completed a 900-degree turn on a vertical ramp. 
He managed that at just eight-years-old!

Gui was inspired to start breaking records by 

one of his heroes; Tony Hawks. Hawks completed 
the first ever 900-degree turn on a vertical ramp 
back in 1999 when he was 31. 

So, what is next for this record-breaking 
skater? Well, he has already committed to trying 
to  complete a 1260 on a vert ramp. Which is 3 
and a half rotations in the air! 

He also has ambitions to get into the Tokyo 
Olympics in 2021 where they will be hosting a 
skating competition. This would be the first time 
skateboarding is in the Olympics. Maybe, he 
could even win a medal. 

Illustration: A skateboarder completes a 1080.

Glossary

rotation To complete one full circle.

vert ramp A large piece of equipment in the 
shape of U used in skateboarding. 

 air The amount of time a skater stays 
in the air.

inspired To be encouraged by someone 
else’s achievements.

 Sport     World News 15th May 2020

How did skateboarding begin? 

• Skateboarding began in the late 1950s in California. 
They were originally just simple wooden boards with 
roller skates attached to the bottom.

• In the 1970s skating became more popular and better 
boards allowed people to perform tricks. The first 
skatepark was built in 1976 in Florida. 

visit twinkl.comEncourage your child to read all of the questions first. Then, see if they can answer 
any from memory. Teach them to look back at the news story to help them answer 
the trickier questions and to check their answers. If they got any wrong, use 
the answer sheet to help them understand their mistakes. Finally, explain how to 
answer those types of questions more successfully next time.

(10 minutes)

Questions
1. How old was Gui when he completed his 1080?  

 
 

2. Give one reason why, according to the article, it is more difficult to complete a 1080 on a 
vert ramp rather than on a mega ramp? 

 

 

3. Gui likes a challenge. What evidence can you find in the final paragraph to support this.  

 

 

4.  ‘1080!!! I have no words to explain what just happened.’ This suggests that…  
  Gui was out of breath. 
  Gui was overwhelemed by his achivement.  
  Gui needed a thesaurus. 

  Gui couldn’t speak. 

5. Tick to show whether each statement is True or False.  
True False 

Gui is the first person to have done a 900.
Tony Hawks did a 900 in 1999.
The first skatepark was in California.
His grandmother has a skatepark in her garden.

6. Summarise the key information in this article using 15 words or fewer. 

  
  

 

11-Year -Old Skates  Into Record Books 

visit twinkl.com

Look at the activities on the Task Sheet and the Image Sheet. These are designed 
to deepen your child’s understanding. The activities on the Task Sheet encourage 
them to explore, investigate or write about topics linked to the story. The activities 
on the Image Sheet encourage your child to solve a maths problem, create, paint 
or build something and even discuss a philosophical question linked to the story. 
 
(15 minutes)

Skating Record

Think
What is this person doing? How 
high up are they?

Solve
A skateboard wheel has the 
circumference of 160mm. How far 
will the skateboard move if the wheel 
rotates fully four times? How many 
wheel rotations are needed to move the 
skateboard 80cm?

twinkl.com/newsroom/story/skating-record

Respond
Write an advert for a new skateboard.

Reimagine
Draw a design for the underside of 
your own awesome skateboard.

Discover
Fact: Skateboarding originated in 
California when surfers wanted 
something to do when the waves were 
flat. It was originally called “sidewalk 
surfing”.

Question: What were the first skateboards 
made from? Where was the first skatepark?

Discuss
Should skateboarding be an Olympic 
sport? What counts as a sport?

For more activities like this, visit: 
twinkl.com/imagine


