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Religious 
Texts

1536 - Henry VIII approved 
English Version of the Bible.

1543 - Act for the 
Advancement of True Religion 
Reading of the Bible restricted 
to clerics, noblemen, gentry and 
richer merchants. 

1547 - Putting away of Books 
and Images Act 
Bishops were ordered to ensure 
that all parishes had an English 
Bible. Parishioners were also 
encouraged to read the Bible.

1549 - The English Book of 
Common Prayer was introduced.

1555 - Banned the printing 
of the Bible in English. Bibles 
and prayer books could only be 
printed in Latin once more. 

1558 - Act of Unity 
Reintroduced the English Book 
of Common Prayer

Religious 
Law

1539 - Act of Six Articles 
Reinforced key Catholic beliefs 
and traditions.

1551 - Forty-two Articles 
Made the Church of England 
Protestant rather than Catholic 
in character.

1554 - Revival of the Heresy Acts 
Illegal to follow any Christianity 
other than the Catholic faith.

Church 
Authority

1534 - Act of Supremacy 
Declares Henry VIII not the 
Pope was the Supreme Head of 
the Church in England. 

1534 - The Treasons Act 
Denying the supremacy of the 
monarch became punishable  
by death. 

1554 - Restored the Pope’s 
authority over the English Church.

1558 - Act of Supremacy 
Elizabeth was confirmed as 
the Supreme Governor of the 
Church of England. 
The Pope’s authority over 
the Church in England was 
abolished.

Church 
Property

1535 - Suppression of Religious 
Houses Act 
Dissolution of the Monasteries 
took place between 1536  
and 1540.

1547 - Putting away of Books 
and Images Act 
Churches became plain and 
simple. Religious images, books 
and artefacts were removed from 
churches and burned.

1555 -  Second Statute of Repeal 
Churches were redecorated with 
stone altars, statues and gold 
crosses.


