
Historical Terms
Complete the definitions using the words list below.

Abdicate Renounce (give up) the                   

Act A law passed by                               

Anointed Granted a position of                    or holy                   

Catholic Member of the                                                                 who believes 

the              is Head of the Church

Clergy The group of                          persons in a religion eg priests, bishops

Counter-Reformation Attempt by Catholic Church to                              countries that had 

become                                

Excommunicate Officially                       someone from participation in the Catholic Church

Heir The person who is legally                          to receive the money,  

                         and titles of another when they die

Heresy A belief or idea that                          or                       an existing belief  

or idea 

Illegitimate Child born to                       who are                                    

Jesuit A member of the Society of Jesus, a                                           order of 

                     

Oath A solemn                       

Plot A              made in                    by a group of people to do something illegal 

or harmful

Prohibited Forbidden or                   

Protestant Christian who does not adhere to the                           or                           

Churches

Puritans A group of                                                            of the late 16th and 

17th centuries who sought to simplify and regulate forms of worship

Rebellion An act of                                               to an established government  

or leader



Recusant A person who                       to submit to an authority or to                    

with a regulation

Reformation A                    (division) started by Martin Luther to reform the         

                                           

Repression Trying to bring someone or something                                          by force

Sermon A              by a member of a religious institution or clergy

Traitor A person who                       someone or something, such as the monarch

Transubstantiation The belief that the                 and              served during              became 

the actual body and blood of                                   

Missing words: 

questions promise Catholic Church entitled priests

exclude banned talk bread Jesus Christ

Roman Catholic schism Parliament ordained Roman Catholic Church

office property secret comply throne

Protestant wine parents Catholic Mass

refuses Pope under control betrays English Protestants

opposes Orthodox plan reconvert not married

divine armed resistance
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Use the clues to help you match the historical terms with their definitions.

Historical Term Clue Definition

No longer the 
monarch

Parliament

Officially 
recognised right 

to rule

Christian who is 
not part of the 

reformed church

Religious people 
who work for the 

Church

Attempt to 
overturn the 
Reformation

No longer part 
of the Catholic 

Church 

Person who 
inherits

Contradicting 
existing ideas

Unwed parents

A type of Catholic 
priest
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Agree to do 
something

A group who 
have titles

Statement

Christian who 
is part of the 

reformed church

Type of 
Protestant

Rise up against 
someone or 
something

Does not do what 

the law says

Movement to 

reform the 

Catholic Church

Stop someone 

from acting

Part of the 

church service

Someone who 

can’t be trusted

Enactment of the 

last supper

Historical Terms Activity Sheet



Counter-Reformation Child born to parents who are not married

Sermon Plot

Attempt by Catholic Church to reconvert 
countries that had become Protestant

Clergy

A solemn promise Granted a position of divine or holy office

Puritans Illegitimate

Renounce (give up) the throne Trying to bring someone or something under 
control by force

A plan made in secret by a group of people to do 
something illegal or harmful

A group of English Protestants of the late 16th 
and 17th centuries who sought to simplify and 
regulate forms of worship

Act Recusant

Member of the Roman Catholic Church who 
believes Pope is Head of the Church

Excommunicate

Jesuit A person who betrays someone or something, 
such as the monarch

The belief that the bread and wine served during 
Mass became the actual body and blood of  
Jesus Christ

The person who is legally entitled to receive the 
money, property and titles of another when  
they die

A person who refuses to submit to an authority 
or to comply with a regulation

A schism (division) started by Martin Luther to 
reform the Catholic Church

Heresy Reformation

A talk by a member of a religious institution  
or clergy

Prohibited

Traitor Abdicate

A law passed by Parliament Officially exclude someone from participation in 
the Catholic Church

Anointed Forbidden or banned

A belief or idea that questions or opposes an 
existing belief or idea

Catholic

Protestant Rebellion

Christian who does not adhere to the Catholic or 
Orthodox Churches

An act of armed resistance to an established 
government or leader

Heir Transubstantiation

Repression Oath

The group of ordained persons in a religion, e.g. 
priests, bishops

A member of the Society of Jesus, a Roman 
Catholic order of priests
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Match the historical terms with their definitions.

Historical Term Definition
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Counter-Reformation Child born to parents who are not married

Sermon Plot

Attempt by Catholic Church to reconvert 
countries that had become Protestant

Clergy

A solemn promise Granted a position of divine or holy office

Puritans Illegitimate

Renounce (give up) the throne Trying to bring someone or something under 
control by force

A plan made in secret by a group of people to do 
something illegal or harmful

A group of English Protestants of the late 16th 
and 17th centuries who sought to simplify and 
regulate forms of worship

Act Recusant

Member of the Roman Catholic Church who 
believes Pope is Head of the Church

Excommunicate

Jesuit A person who betrays someone or something, 
such as the monarch

The belief that the bread and wine served during 
Mass became the actual body and blood of  
Jesus Christ

The person who is legally entitled to receive the 
money, property and titles of another when  
they die

A person who refuses to submit to an authority 
or to comply with a regulation

A schism (division) started by Martin Luther to 
reform the Catholic Church

Heresy Reformation

A talk by a member of a religious institution  
or clergy

Prohibited

Traitor Abdicate

A law passed by Parliament Officially exclude someone from participation in 
the Catholic Church

Anointed Forbidden or banned

A belief or idea that is questions or opposes an 
existing belief or idea

Catholic

Protestant Rebellion

Christian who does not adhere to the Catholic or 
Orthodox Churches

An act of armed resistance to an established 
government or leader

Heir Transubstantiation

Repression Oath

The group of ordained persons in a religion, e.g. 
priests, bishops

A member of the Society of Jesus, a Roman 
Catholic order of priests
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Historical Terms Answers
Abdicate Renounce (give up) the throne

Act A law passed by Parliament

Anointed Granted a position of divine or holy office

Catholic Member of the Roman Catholic Church who believes the Pope is Head of the Church

Clergy The group of ordained persons in a religion eg priests, bishops

Counter-Reformation Attempt by Catholic Church to reconvert countries that had become Protestant

Excommunicate Officially exclude someone from participation in the Catholic Church

Heir The person who is legally entitled to receive the money, property and titles of 
another when they die

Heresy A belief or idea that is questions or opposes an existing belief or idea

Illegitimate Child born to parents who are not married

Jesuit A member of the Society of Jesus, a Roman Catholic order of priests

Oath A solemn promise

Plot A plan made in secret by a group of people to do something illegal or harmful

Prohibited Forbidden or banned

Protestant Christian who does not adhere to the Catholic or Orthodox Churches

Puritans A group of English Protestants of the late 16th and 17th centuries who 
sought to simplify and regulate forms of worship

Rebellion An act of armed resistance to an established government or leader

Recusant A person who refuses to submit to an authority or to comply with a regulation

Reformation A schism (division) started by Martin Luther to reform the Catholic Church

Repression Trying to bring someone or something under control by force

Sermon A talk by a member of a religious institution or clergy

Traitor A person who betrays someone or something, such as the monarch

Transubstantiation The belief that the bread and wine served during Mass became the actual 
body and blood of Jesus Christ


