Comparing Tudor Religious Acts Discussion Activity

Pupils should read the Tudor Acts Information Sheet before starting this discussion activity. The purpose of
this activity is to deepen the pupils’ understanding of how Elizabeth’s religious reforms were a compromise
solution compared to those of the previous Tudor monarchs. In the table below are some of the key
similarities and differences that pupils should draw out of the discussion.

Similarities to Elizabeth |

Differences to Elizabeth |

Henry VI Henry and Elizabeth rejected the authority |Henry referred to himself as the “Supreme
of the Pope. Head of the Church of England” whereas
Elizabeth referred to herself as the
Henry ordered the printing of the Bible in “SISSreeme Gove?nor" ersett a
English and that church services should be '
conducted in English. Under Henry, clergy were not allowed to
marry; Elizabeth allowed priests to marry.
Henry and Elizabeth punished Catholics army; Elza afowed pri am
and radical Protestants for not following
their religious acts.
Edward VI Elizabeth and Edward introduced an Elizabeth allowed a Latin prayer book to be
English prayer book. published, whereas Edward did not.
Elizabeth and Edward allowed priests to marry. | Elizabeth allowed church decorations;

_ . during Edward’s reign wooden altars were
El|z§bethhargjthdbward |3$|stte(;j ,thgt CPU;;CheS introduced and candles and ornaments
services had to be conducted in English. were destroyed.
1I:Elizabiztht?nd(]l-Edward ﬁgnished Catholics Edward referred to himself as the
or hot attending worship. “Supreme Head of the Church of England”,
Edward and Elizabeth both rejected the whereas Elizabeth referred to herself as
authority of the Pope. the “Supreme Governor.”

Mary | Mary was a Catholic and Elizabeth allowed | Elizabeth allowed married clergy; Mary

many elements of Catholic worship such
as bishops, ordained priests, church
decorations, music and colourful robes.

The Elizabethan church included some
elements of Catholic belief. In communion,
the Elizabethan church, like the Catholic
church, believed that Christ was “really
present in the bread.”

Both punished those who did not follow
their acts. Many Protestants died during
Mary's reign and many Catholics died
under Elizabeth’s reign.

did not.

Mary renewed the Pope’s authority but
Elizabeth abolished it yet again.

Elizabeth allowed Latin and English
prayer books.

In the Elizabethan church services were
held in English; Under Mary |, churches
services were in Latin.
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Discussion

Pupils who are new to Tudor history would benefit from a whole class discussion at this point. Pupils will be
expected to draw on the knowledge they have gained from the Tudor Acts Information Sheet and may need
some more explanation about how to draw out the similarities and differences with examples.

If pupils have demonstrated:
« skill of drawing out similarities and differences in other units or

 have studied other units in this series or have prior knowledge of the religious reforms of Henry VIl
Edward VI or Mary |

then links should be made to prior learning and examples given as appropriate prior to the discussion.
Pupils should work in smaller groups to discuss the similarities and differences between Elizabeth’s reforms
compared with either Henry VIII, Edward VI or Mary |.

The discussion could be further enhanced by:
* pairing groups with other groups who have been discussing the same monarch;
* pairing groups with other groups who have been discussing a different monarch;

» a whole class discussion.

Follow-Up Activities

 Pupils could create a mind map in their groups or independently to demonstrate learning.
 Pupils could create a mini-quiz to test each other on what they have learnt.

« Pupils could create a short film (with an appropriate green screen background) comparing the religious
reforms of Elizabeth | with either Henry VIII, Edward VI or Mary |.

 Pupils could create a PowerPoint presentation comparing the religious reforms of Elizabeth | with either
Henry VIIl, Edward VI or Mary I.
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