Religious Perspectives Role Play Activity

Teacher Information

Divide children into three groups: Catholics, Puritans and Anglicans. If these groups are too large, then
consider subdividing the groups further.

Each group should review the Elizabethan religious acts and how the acts impacted on them, and whether
this impact was positive or negative. They should also discuss what their group would have wanted in the
religious acts.

If larger groups have been subdivided, give them the opportunity to discuss together what they have come
up with, so they can refine their ideas about the reforms. Note down any errors or misconceptions and clarify
these to the groups.

Role Play Activity

Create groups of three - one from each of the earlier groups. Pupils role play their characters and discuss
their views on the religious acts. Walk around the room and check on the discussions. Hold mini-plenaries
to enable the whole class to listen to parts of the discussions by smaller groups. Note down any errors or
misconceptions and clarify these to the group or to the whole class as appropriate.

Follow-up activity suggestions
« Pupils could have a whole class discussion.
« Pupils could write from the perspective of the religious person they were role playing.

« Pupils could write a short information text outlining the perspectives of the different religious groups to
Elizabeth'’s reforms.

« Pupils could write a letter to another member of their group or to Queen Elizabeth outlining the impact of
the religious reforms.
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