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HOME LEARNING POLICY 
September 2019
Philosophy and Principles 
We believe that home learning not only reinforces classroom learning, it also helps children and young people to develop skills and attitudes that they need for successful lifelong learning. It should support the development of independent learning skills, including the habits of enquiry and investigation, and it should help to foster the role of parents and carers as co-educators of their children. 

· Pupils should be praised and recognised for efforts in home learning and their achievements celebrated by staff and their peers 

· Core learning activities form the basis of the expectations for home learning 

· The Home Learning Grid provides a choice of stimulating activities to enhance learning and put it into a wider context 

· Pupils who do not complete home learning should not be sanctioned or brought to attention 

· Staff will offer support in school for those who do not complete core learning activities 

Aims of the ‘Home Learning Grids’
· To develop an effective partnership between the school and parents and carers 

· To encourage all children to enjoy exploring and sharing activities from school with their parents/carers and wider family 

· To provide opportunities for parents/carers to share and praise their child’s achievements and progress 

· To ensure progression towards independence and individual responsibility 

· To consolidate and reinforce knowledge, skills and understanding, particularly in English and mathematics 

· To maximise all resources for learning including those found at home 

· To encourage pupils to develop the confidence and self-discipline required for individual study 

· To prepare children in Year 5 and Year 6 for the demands of secondary school. 

Roles and responsibilities 
The Senior Leadership Team will ensure that home learning is: 

· An integral part of the curriculum and is planned and prepared alongside all other programmes of learning 

· Appropriate to the age, ability and circumstances of the pupils, taking into account special educational needs 

· Coordinated in order to be manageable for children on a daily, weekly and half termly basis. 

Teachers will ensure that: 

· Pupils and parents/carers are given a timetable of suggested tasks in the form of a ‘Home Learning Grid' at the start of each half term 

· Pupils are encouraged to choose their own task linked to learning in the classroom up to 3 times each half term

· Pupils understand the learning purpose of the tasks 

· Pupils are clear how their tasks consolidate and extend the work they are doing in school 

· Success is celebrated and feedback given 

Pupils will be encouraged to: 

· Produce learning that is high quality and demonstrates their commitment to learning 

· Present their work in line with presentation guidelines 

Parents/Carers will: 

· Make it clear to their child that they value home learning and are willing to support the school with their approach, providing encouragement and praise to the child 

· Encourage the children to look after their Home Learning books and take a pride in their work

· Give teachers any useful feedback which may include: notes in Reading Records, notes attached to Home Learning books or verbal feedback 

E-safety: we ask parents/carers to ensure they monitor their child’s use of internet sites and we encourage the use of the children’s search engine ‘Kiddle’ when researching topics without adult supervision. 

Special Educational Needs 
Our expectations apply equally to children with recognised special educational needs. However, the children will receive differentiated tasks according to their needs, and reasonable adjustments will be made to support and include them. In this way we hope to promote success and learning for all. 

Occasionally children may be asked to finish work at home, but this will not form part of their home learning. 

Timing 
Activities from the Home learning Grid are more open ended; parents and carers are asked to assist their children in determining how long to spend on a particular task. 

Core Learning 

	In addition to the Home Learning Grid, key words, spellings and reading books will also be sent home for children to practise and learn. These tasks will ensure that your child is able to gain the most out of their learning at school. 

Home Learning Grids: 
The main focus of the Home Learning Grid will be to develop, practise and consolidate key knowledge, skills and understanding in English and Mathematics through a range of cross curricular tasks. There will be a combination of formal exercises to support progress in spelling, phonics, number and calculation; but the grid will also include activities to be completed in collaboration with or supported by family members. This might include reading, research or teaching another member of the family something they have learnt. 

Home Learning Grids provide a set of tasks linked to the current learning themes in class. The grids are designed to allow children to plan and organise their tasks over a half term. The children can choose the order in which they complete their tasks and will be expected to do this with increasing independence across the year. Some of the tasks are designed to be quick and easy. Others may take several sessions to complete. As well as allowing organisation skills to be developed and empower the children to take ownership of their learning, the grids are designed to give busy families some flexibility. 

Typically, a Home Learning Grid will contain 9 tasks to select from, and children are encouraged to complete at least one per week during any half term. We would encourage all children to have a go at least three of the tasks over a half-term that includes 1 English, 1 Maths and 1 other subject task. Children are also encouraged to complete tasks of their own choosing that are linked to learning in class. 

Arrangements for monitoring and evaluation: 
The leadership team will monitor the Home Learning Grids each half term prior to their being sent home. Parents will be asked for their views on the effectiveness of the current practice as part of annual parent questionnaires and parent view meetings. 




