
NewsRoom Daily Activity Plan
It’s never been more important to share positive news stories with our children! Stories about good 
news, interesting news or even strange news can be a great way to help your child explore the world 
around them. 

Our suggested structure is here to help your child engage with good news stories and practise their key learning 
skills. By using the tasks, your child will be able to learn about positive things happening across the world at this 
time. It will also allow them to practise their reading, writing and investigating skills.

 Daily NewsRoom Activ
ity

Open the news article for your child’s age and look at the picture. Ask your child 
questions about the image and headline.

•	 What could this story be about? 

•	 Why do you think the editor chose that picture? 

•	 What might have happened? 

(2-3 minutes)

As they read the article, or after they have finished, talk to them about it. When 
thinking of your own questions, use the 5Ws to help you. For example:

•	 What has happened?

•	 Who is the news story about?

•	 Where did it happen?

•	 When did it happen?

•	 Why did it happen?  Why is this story in the news?

(5 minutes)

Daily      News

SpaceX Launch 
Sends Astronauts 
to ISS 

A new era of spaceflight is underway. On 
Saturday, NASA and SpaceX launched 
astronauts from the USA for the first time in 
almost a decade.

The astronauts aboard SpaceX’s Crew 
Dragon spacecraft, Bob Behnken and Doug 
Hurley, gathered speeds to almost 17 000mph. 
They were then ready to meet up with the 
International Space Station (ISS).

They will remain on the ISS to carry out 
scientific research. They will do this for between 
one and four months. 

After their mission, the astronauts will climb 
back aboard the Crew Dragon spacecraft. It will 
undock from the space station and splash down 
in the ocean not far from where they took off.

Saturday’s launch from Florida is a huge step 
for future space exploration. 

It is the first time a commercial company has 
sent humans into orbit using its own rocket. 

This is also a big step in the journey towards 
space tourism. According to the SpaceX website, 
it “lays the groundwork for future missions to 
the Moon, Mars, and beyond”.

Humans have never set foot on Mars and there 
have only ever been six manned missions to the 
Moon. The last of these was Apollo 17 all the 
way back in 1972.

The success of this launch makes further 
projects more possible. NASA plan to return 

people to the Moon by 2024 as part of the 
Artemis programme.

The Artemis programme is developing brand-
new spacesuits, rockets, spacecraft  and even an 
outpost. The outpost will allow astronauts and 
supplies to be transported to the Moon’s surface. 
According to NASA’s website, it will also act “as 
a staging point for deep space exploration”.

With so many plans being made for future 
exploration of space, who knows where we could 
travel in the future?

Illustration: A SpaceX spacecraft. 

Glossary

undock Detach from another craft in 
space.

commercial 
company

A company that is organised 
to make money.

space tourism Travelling into space for fun.

outpost A distant settlement or place.
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Why did the rocket launch from Florida?

• Florida is on the east coast of the USA. When rockets 
launch, they can go east over the Atlantic ocean and 
get boost from the Earth’s spin.

• Being close to the equator where the Earth’s spin is 
faster also helps the rocket reach high speeds. 

visit twinkl.comEncourage your child to read all of the questions first. Then, see if they can answer 
any from memory. Teach them to look back at the news story to help them answer 
the trickier questions and to check their answers. If they got any wrong, use 
the answer sheet to help them understand their mistakes. Finally, explain how to 
answer those types of questions more successfully next time.

(10 minutes)

Questions
1. According to the article, to what speed were the astronauts being accelerated? 

   approximately 1700mph
   approximately 17 000mph
   approximately 17 0000mph
   approximately 17 00000mph

2. Locate an example from the article of why Florida is used as a location to launch  
rockets from. 

 

3. ‘‘Saturday’s launch from Florida is a huge step for future space exploration.’’  
What is meant by the phrase ‘huge step’? 

   The astronauts will take a big step when they get to space.
   A spacecraft has large steps in it.
   This is the start of many more journeys into space.
   Getting into space is really difficult.

4. How do you think the astronauts will be feeling?  

 

 

5. Locate two examples of new technologies being developed as part of the Artemis 
programme.

1.  

2.  
 

6. Write an alternate headline, of no more than 8 words, which sums up the key information 
in the article. 

 

 

SpaceX Sends First Astronauts to Space
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Look at the activities on the Task Sheet and the Image Sheet. These are designed 
to deepen your child’s understanding. The activities on the Task Sheet encourage 
them to explore, investigate or write about topics linked to the story. The activities 
on the Image Sheet encourage your child to solve a maths problem, create, paint 
or build something and even discuss a philosophical question linked to the story. 
 
(15 minutes)

SpaceX Launch Astronauts to ISS2nd June 2020

Explore
One of the astronauts, Bob 
Behnken, helped install a 
famous part of the ISS, called the 
cupola, on a previous mission.

 The cupola is the large window that 
looks back to the earth and appears in 
many photographs.

Using the Internet and reference books,  
explore what the Earth looks like 
from space.

Try drawing or painting your own 
picture of our small planet as it is seen 
from space.

Write 
The spacecraft carried a soft toy 
to the ISS.

 When the toy starts to float, it shows 
the astronauts that they’ve become 
weightless. 

If you were going to space, what items 
would you like to take?

Write a list of your favourite things. 
Explain why it is special to you.

Investigate
The capsule the astronauts 
flew on was known as Capsule 
206, but after the launch the 
astronauts renamed it Endeavour. 

It is a tradition to let the 
astonauts name the ship theat they 
will fly on. 

Investigate the different names of 
spacecraft and command modules that 
have been to space and why they were 
given those names.  

Then, think about what you would call 
your own spaceship.

Explain your reasons. 

Illustration: A SpaceX spaceship. 
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